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Timeline

The Mayans build cities. The Mayans leave their cities.   
The jungle covers the cities.

Someone finds  
a lost Mayan city.

People visit  
old Mayan 
cities.
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The Mayan People, Long Ago
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The history of the Mayan people is long!   
Let’s look at some important parts of their history.

During this time,  
the Mayan people  
build big cities.   
They study the stars.  
They write books. 

Something goes wrong!   
The Mayan people leave  
their cities.   
Soon, the cities are  
hidden by the jungle.

Someone finds  
a lost Mayan city.   
It has been hidden  
in the jungle for  
about 1000 years!

About seven million 
Mayan people still  
live in Central  
America.   
They still speak 
Mayan languages.
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Timeline

The history of the ancient Mayan people is 3000 years old!   
Let’s look at some important events in the history of the Mayan people.

During this time, the Mayans build  
huge cities.  They study the stars  
and math.  They write books  
and build roads.  They make  
beautiful works of art.

Something goes wrong!   
Nobody knows why,  
but the Mayan people leave  
their cities.  Soon, the cities  
are forgotten and hidden  
by the jungle.

Someone finds a lost  
Mayan city.  It has been  
hidden in the jungle  
for about 1000 years.   
People begin to learn  
about the ancient Mayans.

About seven million 
Mayan people still  
live in many countries  
of Central America.   
They speak many  
different Mayan  
languages.
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Timeline

The history of the ancient Mayan people began around  
3000 years ago and continues today.  Let’s look at some  

important events in the history of the Mayan people.

During these 600 years,  
the Mayan civilization is strong.  
The Mayan people build huge  
cities.  They study the stars  
and math.  They write books, 
build roads, and make beautiful 
works of art.

Something goes wrong!   
Nobody knows exactly why,  
but the Mayan people leave  
(abandon) most of their cities. 
Soon, the cities are forgotten  
and hidden by the jungle.

Someone finds the lost Mayan  
city called Caracol.  Caracol  
has been hidden in the jungle  
for about 1000 years.  People  
(archaeologists) begin to study  
the ruins of Caracol to learn  
about the ancient Mayans.

About seven million 
Mayan people still  
live in many countries  
of Central America.   
They speak about  
30 different Mayan  
languages!
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