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Fact or Fiction?

Fact or Fiction?  |  The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

CLOSE READING LESSON
BIOGRAPHY  |  Lin-Manuel Miranda

OBJECTIVE  |  Identify words in the text to answer a question  
about explicit information.

TEACHER PREPARATION

ANCHOR

ACTIVATE BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

A biography is a true story about a person’s life.  You can write a biography  
about a famous person.  Or you can write about someone you know.   
You can even write a biography about yourself.  Who would you write about?

Pause for student responses.

A good biography will have many interesting facts.  You must ask good questions  
to find interesting facts.

Let’s say that we are going to write a biography.  We need to ask questions about  
the person’s life.  But what questions should we ask?  What question will give us  
interesting facts about the person’s life?  I’m going to read some questions out loud.   
First, I will read a question.  Then, I will say: “Should we ask this question…YES or NO?”

ANCHOR ACTIVITY

• Print and cut apart the Sentence Strips.

• On the board or chart paper, write the words,  
YES and NO at the top divided by a line.

• Place the sentence strips face down nearby.

Sentence Strips

YES NO
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Anchored by The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

Fact or Fiction?  |  The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

As a whole group, read the Biography at the Transitional Level 3-4 or Conventional Level 5.  
Have student volunteers read words or labels where possible.  Support students in reading.

We have just read a biography about Lin-Manuel Miranda.  We learned some  
interesting facts about his life.  What facts did we learn?  Do you have a favorite fact?   
Would you want to ask Lin-Manuel Miranda any other questions?  Take your biography  
home so you can talk about it with your family or friends!

Point to each heading as you say it.

We will vote to decide.  Let’s get started!

Read each question out loud.  Then, have students raise their hands (give thumbs up,  
look up, etc.) to indicate if they would ask the question.  Place the question below  
the appropriate heading.

PURPOSE STATEMENT

Who is Lin-Manuel Miranda?  Today, we will read a biography about Lin-Manuel Miranda.   
We will learn some interesting facts about his life.  What interesting facts do you think  
we will learn?

Pause for student responses and write them on the board.  Encourage students  
to think about the questions they would ask from the Apply activity.

Hand out Close Reading Passages according to reading level.

BIOGRAPHIES

READ

APPLY
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