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CLOSE READING LESSON
ARTICLE WITH A SIDEBAR  |  Sharks

TEACHER PREPARATION

ANCHOR

ACTIVATE BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

Point to the first column of the Shark K-W-L Chart.

We are going to read an article about sharks.  There are also some pictures  
with facts about sharks.  Before we read, we will answer two questions.   
First, what do you Know about sharks?

Pause for student responses and list them under the first column.

You already know a lot about sharks!

Point to the second column of the Shark K-W-L Chart.

Next, what do you Want to know about sharks?

Pause for student responses and list them under the second column.

Those are some great questions!

Point to the third column of the Shark K-W-L Chart.

We are going to read an article about sharks.  Then, you will answer  
the third question: What did you Learn about sharks?

• Display or project the Sharks K-W-L Chart.
• OPTIONAL: Print Sharks K-W-L Chart for students  

to fill out.

• OPTIONAL: Display the completed K-W-L Chart  
to add questions and information learned as students 
learn more about sharks.

Sharks K-W-L Chart
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As a whole group, read the Article with a Sidebar.  Have student volunteers read words  
or labels where possible.  Support students in reading.

We learned more about sharks by reading an article.  What facts did we learn?   
Did we answer all of our questions?  How could we find out more about sharks?   
Do you have any other questions about sharks?  Take your article home  
so you can talk about it with your family or friends!

PURPOSE STATEMENT

Today, we will read to learn more about sharks.  Let’s read to:

• Check our facts

 Point to the first column.

• Try to answer our questions.

 Point to the second column.

• Share what we learned about sharks.

 Point to the third column.

Pass out Articles.

ARTICLES

READ

APPLY
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