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APPENDIX
TABLE 1
Recommendations from Teaching Elementary School Students to Become  
Effective Writers and The Connections to the First Author Writing Curriculum

Graham, Bollinger, Booth Olson, D’Aoust, MacArthur, McCutchen, & Ollinghouse, 2012

RECOMMENDATION 1 
Provide daily time for students  
to write.

Is designed for daily instruction that provides repetition  
with variety, fosters student independence and supports 
gains in writing, as well as speaking and listening.

RECOMMENDATION 2 
Teach students to use the  
writing process for a variety  
of purposes.

• Teaches students strategies for planning, composing,  
revising, and sharing.

• Uses principles of strategy instruction to teach students 
explicit skills used by skilled writers and systematically 
guide students toward independence over time.

• Provides explicit instruction in a range of text types  
used across curricular areas through teacher models  
and collaborative writing.  

• Provides students with instructional scaffolds  
that support them in composing a variety of genres.

RECOMMENDATION 3 
Teach students to become  
fluent with handwriting,  
spelling, sentence construction, 
typing, and word processing.

• Supports students in fluent construction of text by  
offering them multiple modalities (e.g., traditional tools 
such as pencils and pens, alphabet boards, standard  
keyboards, alternative keyboards) to communicate  
in writing with ease 

• Includes First Author Lessons that provide models  
and strategies for spelling and writing in sentences.

RECOMMENDATION 4 
Create an engaged community  
of writers.

• Emphasizes a process-based approach where everyone  
is viewed as an author and a writing community  
is created in every classroom.  

• Facilitates intrinsic motivation to write through student 
choice (e.g., self-selected topics) and by creating  
an environment where students write for authentic  
purposes, collaborate and share that writing with others, 
and publish their written work. 

• Fosters engaging and authentic purpose for writing  
and sharing

RECOMMENDATIONS FIRST AUTHOR WRITING CURRICULUM

SAMPLE
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS STANDARDS

Text Types and Purposes Provides beginning writers with opportunities to write  
opinion texts (e.g., reader response and topic response),  
informative / explanatory texts, and narrative texts  
(real and imagined) of increasing sophistication.  
For example, students are taught to:

• Use more sophisticated text structures and content

• List reasons

• Use linking words and phrases

• Include facts and details

Production and Distribution  
of Writing

• Offers research and writing projects to engage  
in procedural, “how-to” writing.

• Provides lessons that offer students models and  
strategies for producing clear and cohesive writing.

• Affords the opportunity for students to create text  
via technology (e.g., First Author Writing Software  
mirrors a process-based writing environment).

Research to Build  
and Present Knowledge

Build knowledge of a topic through research projects:

• Draw information from students’ personal  
experiences

• Collect information from multiple sources  
(print and media)

• Draw evidence from literary and expository text.

Range of Writing • Write daily for both short and extended time periods.

• Write across disciplines and for a range of audiences.

CCSS FOR WRITING EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION  
IN THE FIRST AUTHOR WRITING CURRICULUM
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Comprehension  
and Collaboration

• First Author Lessons provide repeated opportunities  
to participate in collaborative discussions with a range  
of partners (e.g., peers, educational staff, and family  
and community members).

• Author’s Chair and Lesson Time facilitate development  
of agreed-upon rules for discussions through lessons  
that explicitly target communication skills.

• Targets development of a range of communicative functions 
(initiating, asking and answering questions, making statements 
and comments)

• Affords students authentic experiences to communicate  
about specific topics (e.g., the author’s writing topic),  
link comments to the previous speaker’s remarks,  
and maintain that topic across multiple exchanges  
using appropriate elaboration and detail.

Presentation  
of Knowledge  
and Ideas

• All components of the curriculum (Lesson Time, Writing Time,  
and Author’s Chair) support students in reporting on topics  
or text, telling stories, and / or recounting experiences.

• During classroom interactions, students have repeated  
opportunities to speak in sentences specific to the task  
and use formal and informal forms of discourse.

• Offers students accommodations that add an auditory  
component (i.e., text reader) and visual displays  
(i.e., photo images) that enhance the student’s writing topic.

CCSS FOR LANGUAGE EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION  
IN THE FIRST AUTHOR WRITING CURRICULUM

Conventions  
of Standard English

• Provides repeated opportunities for students to demonstrate  
knowledge of the conventions of grammar across writing  
and speaking.

• Explicit instruction provides students authentic experiences  
to demonstrate knowledge of the conventions of standard 
English (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) when writing.

Knowledge  
of Language

Offers students opportunities to use basic knowledge  
of language and its conventions across modalities  
(speaking, listening, reading or writing).

Vocabulary Acquisition  
and Use

• Affords students the ability to gain an understanding  
of different word meanings and relationships.

• Provides opportunities for students during explicit  
instruction to use academic and domain specific words  
across different contexts.

CCSS FOR SPEAKING 
AND LISTENING

EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION  
IN THE FIRST AUTHOR WRITING CURRICULUM

SAMPLE
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